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	Termly Overview

	Religious Education:
Creation and covenant: During this unit we will revisit the Creation story in the book of Genesis and explore the ‘gift and blessing’ of Creation given to us all by God. We will look at how we celebrate and give thanks for the ‘gift of life’ through our actions and prayer. Also focused on how we can show care for God’s world (stewardship) as part of our care for each other.
Prophecy and promise: Looking closely at Mass is an integral part of study in this unit. We will explore what events happen in Mass, how they are linked and why they form important part of our Catholic faith. We go to focus on the nativity according to St Mathew and introduce Joseph and St Mathews gospel. We will also be enjoying Advent activities and study leading up to this special time of the year. 


	Reading:
In whole class reading, we will be focused on a range of texts including Voices in the Park, Malala’s Magic Pencil and some non-fiction texts. We will be discussing these texts in depth including a focus on vocabulary and comprehension. 
Children will have lots of opportunities to read independently and we have an age-appropriate book corner for children to explore a range of texts and genres. Children will be encouraged to read independently at home at least 5 times a week and record this regularly in their reading record. 

	Writing:
Over the course of the Autumn term, we will be exploring and writing a range of writing genres including: biography, first person narrative story, poetry, non-chronological report, diary and explanation text. We will look at features of each of these genres and look at modelled examples to explore each genre closely. Then we will have the chance to write examples of them independently. 

	Maths:
During this Autumn term, we will cover units than involve numbers. We will revisit place value initially, move on to addition and subtraction and eventually look at multiplication and division. In each of these units we will use physical, diagrammatical and written representations so we can master understanding. In Year 3 maths, we will be working as a class, in smaller groups and independently in many of our lessons. 


	Science:
Over the course of Science in Year 3 we will look at a range of subject areas. Starting with Skeletons where we will explore bones in the body. We will then look at Diet and Nutrition and focus on the effect of we eat and exercise can impact our bodies. Later in the term, we will look at Rocks where we study the rocks on Earth and how important they are in understanding our world. In Science, we will balance the knowledge we learn with practical science experiments within our lessons.

	History:
During this Autumn term we will focus on British History. Looking at the chronology of mankind, we will be introduced to Britain’s story. We will use archaeological evidence to find out about the Stone Age, Bronze and Iron Age.

	Geography:
The title of our Geography is ‘Why do people live near volcanoes?’ In this unit we learn that the Earth is constructed in layers, and the crust is divided into tectonic plates. We study the formation and distribution of mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and use Mount Etna to identify how human interaction shapes a volcanic landscape.

	Art:
Our art lessons will be focused on nature and in particular plant life. We will be developing an understanding of shading and drawing techniques to create botanical inspired drawings.

	Design Technology:
The first unit of the Autumn term will be learning cross stitch and applique to utilise these new skills to design and make an Egyptian collar or Christmas decoration.
Later in the term we will be exploring some cooking together. Our Y3 cooking and nutrition unit include opportunities for us to learn about seasonal foods and create a seasonal food tart.

	Computing:
Initially we will be learning about online safety: ‘fake news’, privacy settings, ways to deal with upsetting online content, protecting personal information on social media.
We will then go on to introduce to the concept of networks, learning how devices communicate. From identifying components, learn how information is shared and deepen this understanding by exploring examples of real-world networks. Building on the use of the ‘ScratchJr’ application in Year 2, we will progress to using the more advanced application called ‘Scratch’, learning to use repetition or ‘loops’ and building upon skills to program an animation, a story and a game. 

	Physical Education:
Fundamentals:
In this unit we will develop the fundamental skills of balancing, running, jumping, hopping and skipping. We will develop ability to change direction with balance and control. We will be given the opportunity to explore how the body moves at different speeds as well as how to speed up and slow down. 
Cross country: In this unit we will build up our running resilience and learn how to run distances in a reserved and steady way. We will also look at running strategies and managing our breathing while running. 
Fitness: In this unit we will be exposed to a range of activities that explore and develop different areas of their health and fitness. Pupils will learn that being fit means having strong, healthy bodies and more energy for everyday life activities. This unit will also highlight how regular physical activity boosts their focus in school and overall happiness.

	Music:
We will learn to correctly hold the recorder and the basics of creating a good tone. Explore notes B, A, G, C and D. Begin to play basic tunes. Instruments of the orchestra, the string family. Look at repertoire involving the violin, viola, cello and double bass. Develop aural work with rhythm ostinato and other group work. Singing development with full octave range through solfa. Pitched percussion work. Notation theory reading the treble clef.

	Languages:
Spanish:
In this Year 3 unit we will be using puppets to practise a variety of greetings, children learn how to introduce themselves and perform a finger rhyme based on a Spanish puppet festival tradition.

	Relationship and Health Education:  
Created and Loved by God:
Created and Loved by God explores the individual. Rooted in the teaching that we are made in the image and likeness of God, it helps us to develop an understanding of the importance of valuing ourselves as the basis for personal relationships.
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