
2023 Key 

Stage 1 

Assessments



How do the assessments work? 

• Children will be assessed in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and 

Science*

• Children will be assessed in all subjects against the Teacher 

Assessment Framework KS1. 

• Children will complete a series of tests in Reading, Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar and Mathematics. 

• Children will receive a scaled score for these assessments. 

• These tests will form part of the collection of evidence teachers 

will use to assess each child. 

*There is no test in Science. 



How will my child be assessed? 

• Using the  Teacher Assessment Framework KS1, teachers will 

assess children at one of the following standards for each subject.

• Pre-Key Stage

• Working Towards the Standard

• Working at the Expected Standard

• Working at greater Depth

• For Science children are only assessed whether they are working at 

the expected standard or not. 

• Below is the 2022 national attainment information for children 

reaching the expected standard or higher.  

Reading Writing Mathematics

67% 58% 68%



How do the tests work? – Reading  

The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 — consists of a combined reading prompt and answer
booklet. The paper includes a list of useful words and some practice
questions for teachers to use to introduce the contexts and
question types to pupils. The test takes approximately 30 minutes
to complete, but is not strictly timed.

• Paper 2 - consists of an answer booklet and a separate reading
booklet. There are no practice questions on this paper. Teachers
can use their discretion to stop the test early if a pupil is 
struggling. The test takes approximately 40 minutes to
complete, but is not strictly timed.

The texts will cover a range of poetry, f iction and non-fiction.









How do the tests work? – SPaG

The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: Spelling - pupils to spell 20 missing words within a test
booklet. The test is expected to take approximately 15 minutes to 
complete but is not strictly timed.

• Paper 2: Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary - a combined
question and answer booklet focusing on pupils’ knowledge of 
grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Pupils will have 
approximately 20 minutes to complete the questions in the test
paper, but it is not strictly timed









How do the tests work? – Mathematics  

The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: Arithmetic - lasts approximately 20 minutes (but this is
not strictly timed). It covers calculation methods for all
operations.

• Paper 2: Reasoning - lasts for approximately 35 minutes, which
includes time for five aural questions. Pupils will stil l require 
calculation skills and questions will be varied including multiple 
choice, matching, true /false, completing a chart or table or
drawing a shape. Some questions will also require children to show 
or explain their working out.









How will the results be reported?

• Within your child’s end of year school report you will receive an 
assessment summary which will show the standard that your child 
has been assessed at.

• Your child’s test scores will also be included. These are reported 
on a scaled score between 85 and 115. Children achieving a scaled 
score of 100 or more are seen to be working at the expected 
standard. 



What are we doing to prepare the 

children?

• Teaching against the National Curriculum for Year 2 and the 
teacher assessment framework.

• Continually assessing the children against the teacher assessment 
framework and gathering evidence to support our judgements.

• Interventions for all children to ensure that they are challenged to 
achieve their aspiration end of year targets.

• Having a practice test week 6 th March 2023 using the 2022 test 
materials.

• Keeping things VERY relaxed and ‘no pressure’. 



What can you do to help your child? 

READING

• First and foremost, focus on developing an enjoyment and love of

reading.

• Enjoy stories together - reading stories to your child is equally as important

as listening to your child read.

• Read a lit t le at a t ime but often.

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards - discuss the plot, the
characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict
what wil l happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definit ions of words together - you could use a dict ionary, the
Internet or an app on a phone or tablet.

All reading is valuable — it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can

involve anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers,

magazines, football programmes,



What can you do to help your child? 

Writing

• Encourage opportunit ies for writ ing, such as letters to family  or fr iends,

shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together — be a good role model for writ ing.

• Encourage use of a dict ionary to check spell ing.

• Allow your child to use a computer or tablet, which wil l al low for edit ing and
correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good
writ ing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure,
punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!



What can you do to help your child? 

MATHEMATICS

• Play t imes tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards

and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for tel l ing the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins andy, e.g. f inding amounts
or calculating change when shopping.

• Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else.

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantit ies and amounts in the kitchen or in

recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games,
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